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LIBRARIES IN NEW YORK 
An Essay in History 


by Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian 
The New York State Library 


It appears to m, the more I think about it, that in accepting a 
commission to record the progress of New York's library development, I 
have exhibited the most unmitigated gall. Perhaps I should, as a member 
of the editorial committee of this excellent periodical, recommend that 
this effort be rejected and returned to the author with a sternly worded 
pink slip, My concern for my historical virtue is heightened by the 
fact that any endeavor on these lines must certainly appear as a plagia- 
rism of the work of an earlier Tolman to whom I bear a close relationship 
and at whose one-time desk I am now seated, Perhaps the best advice I 
can give the reader is to neglect this essay completely and to turn to 
said earlier Tolman's admirable section on "libraries and Lyceums" in the 
"History of the State of New York", edited by another historian whose 
gifts far outweigh my own, Dr. Alexander C, Flick, 


For the benefit of those who will not heed the above warning, I sus- 
pect that we should, as we do in all cases in New York, turn our attention 
first to the Dutch, These enterprising people, having just claim to that 
area of the east coast of North America which is drained by the Hudson 
River, set about to populate it with their countrymen and create a colony 
called New Netherland which would be a suitably profitable enterprise for 
the Dutch Nation, Holland had long been a highly literate nation so it 
is not surprising to find that the patroons who undertook the overlordship 
of the Hudson Valley brought with them or had sent to them collections of 
books, While no formally constituted libraries are known to have existed, 
a collection of 17 books is know to have been in Rensselacrwyck in 1642. 
One Jonas Bronck possessed 20 books, 18 pamphlets and a considerable num- 
ber of manuscripts, In 1660 Peter Stuyvesant received 61 religious books 
to be given to ministers and schoolmasters, thus in the Dutch colony the 
library facilities consisted of private collections and books in churches 
and schools, 


The English, exercising what seemed to them to be their “inalienable 
rights" or "manifest destiny," or "the good of the Empire," decided to 
take over in New Netherland, and by virtue of their always convenient naval 
superiority managed to change the name and political allegiance of the 
area after the time-honored manner of vigorous colonizers, For some few 
years no really revolutionary developments came forth in New York's li- 
brary picture, It was not until 1698 that a record of parish libraries 
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appears, reported by The Reverend Thomas Bray, including a parish library 
in New York City. This same Thomas Bray had been responsible for the 
establishment of this library, among others in North America, His aims 
had been to provide proper collections of books and tracts for the min- 
istry and laymen under his care, He may be considered the father of the 
library movement in the English Colonies, and reminds us once again, 
strikingly in this Jamestowm year, of the debt our culture owes in almost 
every field not excluding library development to the Anglican Church, 


The notion that a seat of learning is no seat without a book collec- 
tion was early established in New York, and has served as criterion for 
educational planning ever since, never more than at present, Kings College, 
in the City of New York, was the recipient of several gifts, the first in 
1737, which gave the College a collection of some 2,000 volumes by 1776, 
At that time the horrors of war caught up with Kings College in the form 
of occupation by colonial troops, and somehow in the process the Library 
was destroyed by fire, Like the proverbial phoenix, however (and, in- 
cidentally at a later date, the New York State Library — more of that 
later), the Columbia University Library rose from the ashes of The Kings‘ 
College collection, and has grown into the magnificent library which now 
graces the Morningside Heights campus, Careful and expert academic guid- 
ance has produced similarly fine collections at many other New York State 
colleges and universities: Cornell, New York University, Syracuse, the 
University of Rochester, to name only a few among the universities; 
Hamilton, Union, Vassar and R,.P.I, might well represent the colleges, The 
vast book storehouse contained in these collections is by no means re- 
stricted in its usefulness to the colleges which have built them, Feeling 
the responsibility of great possessions, most of the campus librarians 
and administrators have made their great depositories of knowledge avail- 
able to New Yorkers, who wish to study and work in the fields they repre- 
sent, 


To most New Yorkers "the library" is the one on the corner of Main 
and State, just off the green, in their own community. The ast 
development of public libraries, as such is reflected in that most useful 
of compilations, the educators vade mecum, "Handbook 24." Here it is 
recorded that 876 such institutions exist with the blessing of the Regents 
in New York, Many of these are outgrowths of the School District Library 

which preceded public libraries 
in many commmities, DeWitt 
Clinton, whose genius so per= 
vaded the era of his political 
life, must here again accept 
praise or blame for beginning 
a system which has caused so 
many of his fellow citizens 

to read. In 1835 after suit- 
able fanning of flames by 
Clinton, Flagg, Marcy, et al., 
the legislature passed an act 
to enable the districts to 
levy extremely mild taxes in 
support of libraries in the 
school districts, In 1836 the 
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earmarking of $55,000 of state funds for local library development estab- 
lished a principle which seems now to have become the accepted norm in 
library finance, By 1853 the staggering total of over 1,600,000 volumes 
was reported as being held by libraries which now infested, or inhabited, 
almost every school district, Recently when, for purposes of comparison, 
I wondered orally how many books are included in the 876 elect of the Re~ 
gents, it was suggested to me that although it would be possible to arrive 
at a total that perhaps the best way to describe it was "an awful lot of 
books," After considering the New York Public, Brooklyn Public and the 
Monroe and Erie County Systems, plus 872 more, I must admit to an awe- 
stricken condition, We have the testimony of no less a person than Andrew 
S. Draper himself that "the district library was of priceless advantage ... 
that it exerted an enlightening, broadening and elevating influence upon 
society unequaled by any other educational enterprise ever undertaken," 

It is devoutly to be wished that our present efforts may deserve such an 
epitaph, 


In 1872 the formal break from 
the school district type of library 
organization was signalized in the 
passage of the state public library 
law. It is true that for some years 
little development in the public li- 
brary field was experienced, but 
when it came, it came with a venge- 
ance, Melvil Dewey whose name if 
not a household work, is certainly 
a reading room word, to most Amer- 
icans became State Librarian and 
Secretary to the Board of Regents 
in 1888, His name, linked with that 
of Andrew Draper, has become a syn- 
onym for public library development, 
Certainly there can be no need to 
catalog the virtues and achievements 
of Melvil Dewey, Everyone who has 
Classified a book or skied on the 
slopes of Mount Whitney is familiar 
with his multitudinous achievements. 
He devised the best and most widely used system for the classification of 
knowledge yet known, He conceived the idea of the bookmobile. He founded 
America's first, and what may well now be considered its most distinguished 
library school, He reoriented the State Library so that it could become 
a center and bulwark to the new library system, He designed and built 
suitable furniture for libraries, Above all he was the architect of New 
York's public library plan, Separating school and public libraries, and 
salvaging much fran the school district library system, Dewey and Draper 
laid a sound legislative base for the public library system, A library 
extension service was organized in the State Library to help to give form 
to the growing program, and such developments as traveling libraries to 
serve rural areas and the fostering of a state library association were 
important facets of the plan, Libraries were incorporated into the Univer- 
sity of the State of New York and so became a charge of the Regents, who 
have nobly supported them to this day. 
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This basic plan has served as an excellent foundation on which to 
build, Careful planning, study and experimentation have led to a number 
of noteworthy developments in recent years. It is significant to note 
that a strong, healthy collaboration between librarians, educators and 
citizens has been responsible for present<day library development, Note- 
worthy among successful experiments in developing service to rural com 
munities has been the regional library service supplied to the northwestern 
counties of the State by the State Library through its Regional Library 
Service Center at Watertom, Entirely state<supported, this project pro- 
vides service to many small commnities in the North Country, The Regional 
Center performs many activities in support of local libraries, central 
purchasing, processing, book delivery and pickup, to mention a few, It 
has become an integral part of library service in its area, and a proto- 
type for planning for similar situations in many states, Its success as 
an experiment is best judged by the enthusiasm with which it has been 
accepted by those who live in the area, There have been such comments as: 
"This regional center has done a marvelous job... here some librarians 
have cause to realize some of the satisfactions they never knew before be- 
cause they were able to serve directly so many new people," 


"Larger units of service" has, as is the case with most good phrases 
which are overused, become a hackneyed one at this time, When the bloom 
was still upon it, New York began thinking in terms of counties as such 
units, The first legislation to encourage county library development was 
permissive, and to its authors the plan seemed to have so many obvious 
virtues that no other suasion would seem to be necessary, When it became 
apparent that this was not the case, a committee of distinguished citizens 
and librarians surveyed the scene and came up with a plan which led to a 
new law providing the all-important factor — funds to counties which could 
qualify for them; what my early mentors in political science would call 
"grants in aid." Obviously those counties which could most quickly qualify 
were the large urban ones which had already important library facilities, 
Urban growth had, however, far outdistanced library development and the 
county plan provided a much sought-for means of catching up, Later systems 
which have been developing under the spirited direction of the Library 
Extension Division, have been of the mixed urban and rural variety, and 
only those counties which are predominantly rural are now in a position 
where qualification for state aid under a county system seems remote, Even 
here permission for multi-county systems gives much hope for future devel- 
opment, 


The promise of the multi-county systems is graphically illustrated by 
the experience of the two existing library organizations of this type, In 
1953 Clinton and Essex == two of New York's northernmost counties -- com 
bined to form a two-county system, Much of the area of these counties is 
rural and most of it mountainous, Plattsburg, a rapidly growing North 
Country city, has formed a hub for this development which is now providing 
isolated, small communities with good library service, A second example 
is the Livingston-Wayne-Monroe federation, Livingston and Wayne predomin- 
antly rural counties combining with urban Monroe to develop "big city" ser- 
vice to their citizens, 


Recently the rural areas have come in for additional scrutiny as a 
result, in part, of the passage of a bill by the Congress providing for 
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federal aid in state library programs, While traditionally New Yorkers 
have regarded federal aid programs with some distrust, the prospects of 
a federally financed program are in this case somewhat increased by the 
work of a second committee, equally distinguished as that stated above 
Which is reexamining the effectiveness of many of the aspects of New 
York's library program. Im general, one might say, prospects are bright. 


During its extended history, the library movement in New York has 
generated numerous bright gems for its crowmm, For lack of space it is 
possible to mention only a few. These should be regarded as examples 
manyfold duplicated rather than as an exclusive catalog, The mere mention 
of the Morgan Library conjures up pictures of priceless literary treasures, 
beautifully housed, carefully guarded, but available to all whose scholar- 
ship requires them, It is perhaps one of the greatest private libraries 
in the world. New York's oldest library, the New York Society Library, 
is a sort of membership corporation, Founded in 1754 (the famous name of 
Livingston was prominent among the founders), it has preserved a dignified 
existence for many years and has developed a collection of very real sig- 
nificance, That combination of an amalgamation of endowments forming a 
distinguished reference library, plus a farflung circulating department, 
publicly supported, which seems somehow to have become a county system, 
and is described as The New York Public Library, is certainly one of the 
world's great collections, It copes with surprising success with the 
staggering problem of providing library service to the world's largest city 
and its most literate large city, lest, but certainly not least, I would 
mention the State Library itself, This, the site of Melvil Dewey's notable 
activities, is becoming more and more a "library's library” for public, 
special, college and wmiversity libraries throughout the State, Founded 
in 1818, it is the oldest and largest of state libraries, and it has sur- 
vived one disastrous fire only to become again a great center of learning. 
Its role in the development of the new library plans being formulated be- 
comes even more crucial as both national and local planning groups regard 
it as a central repository in support of area collections. 


Hard working librarians hope to make past glories seem dim in com 
parison with present-day achievements, and the chances are good they may. 
What more to say, except to repeat my threat to chide the board of editors 
should they be foolhardy enough to publish this poor effort. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E, McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Y*Agar, Herbert, The price of power; America since 1945. Univ. of 

P Chicago, $3.50. ~ 

R Challenging review of America's role in recent world events, pointing 

H out her umreadiness for international leadership and appraising the de- 
cisions on crucial issues, Bibliography, chronology, index. 327.73 


Y*Baruch, B.M. Baruch; my ow story. Holt. $5. 

P In the first of his planned two-volume memoirs, the renowned 87-year-old 

R writer candidly recalls his formative years, successes and failures on 

H Wall Street and entrance into public life, Photographs, Index. B or 92 
Mr. Baruch, by M.L. Coit (Houghton, $7.50. B or 92) is a full-length 
portrayal of "the greatest living American legend," depicting the ven- 
erable South Carolinian against the background of his country's devel- 
opment. Photographs, Notes, bibliography, index. (Pub, date: Nov. 21) 


Y*Burt, Kendal, & Leasor, James, The one that got away, Random, $3.95. 
Two British journalists tell the exciting story of a brash luftwaffe 
pilot's ingenious escapes from English prison camps, his flight from 
Canada to the then neutral United States and eventual return to Germany 
to fight again for Hitler, Maps, photographs, Appendixes, 940.54 


Y Caidin, Martin, Vanguard! the story of the first man-made satellite, 
P Dutton, $3.95. 

R The thrilling growth of rocket engineering that has gone into plans for 
H launching the first artificial space satellite in the International Geo- 
physical Year 1957-58 is recounted with verve and accuracy by a former 
consultant to the Commander, Air Force Missile Test Center. Numerous 
illustrations, Index, 629.13 


Y Cantor, Eddie, & Ardmore, J.K, Take my life. Doubleday. $3.95. 

P Continues the anecdotal, sprightly autobiography, My life is in your 

R hands (1929), bringing to the present the popular entertainer's expe- 

H riences in show business and expressing his wholesome, benevolent phi- 
losophy., Photographs, B or 92 


Y*Carmichael, Omer, & James, Weldon, The Louisville story. Simon & 
P Schuster, $3.50. 
R Timely and compelling, this report tells how the Superintendent of Schodls 
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H and an editor of The Courier-Journal prepared the people of Louisville 
for desegregation by by informed discussion of racial attitudes and a plan 
for peaceful changeover in the schools, Appendix, 371.94 


Y*Churchill, Sir W.L.S. A history of the English-speaking peoples. v.3, 

P The age of revolution. Dodd, $6. 

R Vividly portrays the world influence of the English, American and French 

H Revolutions during 1688-1815 and leading figures of the times, Maps, 
genealogical table, Index, 942 


Y Codman, C.R. Drive, Little. $5. 

P Letters to his wife written between 1942 and 1945, amplified since the 

R lifting of censorship, afford a graphic, everyday picture of wartime 
Africa and Europe and the late Colonel Codman's service as General 
Patton's senior aide=de-camp. Portrait. Appendix, index. 940.54 


Cruickshank, A.D. & others, eds, Hunting with the camera; a guide to 
techniques and adventure in the field. Harper. $4.50. 

Five natural scientists whose specialties range from insects to mammals 
contribute to a practical manual on wild life photography, describing 
the necessary equipment and procedures for successful pictures, Photo- 
graphs, een data, index, 778.71 
In Hold that tiger! by S.C. Dunton (Greenberg. $3.95. 591.5), the 
staff a aw on for the Bronx Zoo informally relates his experiences 
making stills and movies of various animals and provides an interesting 
view of "backstage at the zoo." Photographs, Technical data, 


Curtis, C.P, A commonplace book, Simon & Schuster. $3.95. 
Indicating a cultivated mind of ironic turn, tightly packed comments 
on provocative quotations make wonderful reading. Index, 808.8 


Davis, K.S, A prophet in his own country; the triumphs and defeats of 
Adlai E, Stevenson. Doubleday. $5. 

Engrossing narration of family influences, schooling, personality and 
career of the “exceedingly complex man" who twice represented the Dem- 
ocratic party in the race for the Presidency. Index, B or 92 
The new America, by A.E. Stevenson, ed. by S.E. Harris & others (Harper. 
$4.50. 973.92 ’ contains selections from speeches and papers of the 
1956 campaign that set forth Mr. Stevenson's thinking on main issues. 


Dior, Christian, Christian Dior and I; tr. from the French by Antonia 
Fraser, Dutton. $3.95. 

Mainly concerned with the famous designer's "public life," this enter- 
taining and interesting book describes the workings of his fashion es- 
tablishment and its development while giving brief glimpses of the re- 
tiring, Normandy=-born "private individual." Photographs. 646.01 


ae Dun MWK 


Y*Djilas, Milovan, The new class; an analysis of the Communist system. 

P Praeger. $3.95. 

R Illuminating presentation by the former Vice President of Yugoslavia, 

H now a political prisoner, showing through fact and reason why, in its 
evolution from theory to modern totalitarianism, Communism cannot suc- 
ceed against democracy's "irresistible aspiration toward the unifica- 
tion of the world," 335.4 
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Y*Ellis, D.M, & others, A short history of New York State, Cornell Univ. 

P Press, $7.75. 

R Sponsored by the New York State Historical Association and carefully 

H prepared by four scholars, this complete, well-balanced, well-written 
volume brings to date the history of the Empire State and will be of 
great value to libraries for reference, ~— reading and use by stu- 
dents and teachers, (A few minor errors), Maps, charts, photographs, 
Bibliographical essay, index, 974.7 


Y"Evans, Bergen, & Evans, Cornelia, A dictionary of contemporary American 

P usage. Random, $5. 95. 

R Full discussion with examples of current good practice in the United 

H States, of clichés and grammar, "designed for people who speak standard 
English but are uncertain about some details," R427.9 


Y*Evans, Charles, Kangchenjunga, the untrodden peak, Dutton, $5.95. 

P A veteran of the Everest conquest vividly describes the 1955 British 

R ascent of the world's third highest mountain, the planning and execution 

H of the expedition that stopped short of the summit, sacred to the Sik- 
kimese, Maps, photographs, Appendixes, index, 915.42 


Fadiman, Clifton, Any number can play, World Pub, Co. $5, 

Pleading that the “play of the mind" is not only pleasant but necessary, 
the popular author-critic demonstrates the constructive use of leisure 
in witty, incisive essays on life and literature. 814.5 


‘wer Mrs, H.H. The complete book of rug braiding. Coward-McCann. 
3.95.6 

An experienced rugmaker writes enthusiastically on the history and tech- 
niques of a practical and creative hobby, giving hints for teachers and 
tips on the care and cleaning of braided rugs. Photographs, diagrams, 
List of rugs, sources of materiale and supplies, index, 746.7 


Fischer, Louis, Russia revisited; a new look at Russia and her satel- 
lites, Doubleday. $4. 

The noted journalist's impressions of Post-Stalin Russia gleaned during 
a 20-day stay in 1956 through conversations with friends, acquaintances 
and Deputy Prime Minister Mikoyan, with added chapters on Yugoslavia, 
Poland and Hungary. Index. 947.085 


Y Fleming, Peter, Operation Sea Lion; the projected invasion of England 
P in 1940 — an account of the German preparations and the British coun- 
R termeasures, Simon & Schuster, $5, 
Perceptive, documented "interim report" of a crucial period in World 
War II, Map, photographs, drawings. Bibliography, index. 940.53 


"Frank, Jerome, & Frank, Barbara, Not guilty—-. Doubleday, $3.75. 

The late judge of the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and his daughter 
present 36 dramatic cases of miscarried justice, provocatively discussing 
the fallibility of witnesses, jurors and prosecutors and suggesting im-~ 
provements that would lessen unfair convictions. Sources, 343.1 


Y Gautier, Jean, A priest and his dog; tr. by Salvator Attanasio. Kenedy. 
P $3. 
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R A French cure writes with sensitivity and gentle humor of a forlorn 
poodle he adopted, the friendship found in his care and deep sorrow in 
the loss of his "best companion." Illustrated. 636.78 


Y*Geld, Mrs, E.B, Strangers in the valley, Dodd. $4. 
Delightful account of the experiences of Louis Bromfield's daughter and 
her husband in the Brazilian back country where, building decaying acres 
into a modern "Malabar do Brazil", they discovered that "they are living 
and not just spending their lives," Drawings, 818.5 


Gross, Felix, Rhodes of Africa, Praeger. $6.75. 

A South African journalist presents a well-documented, unbiased portrait 
of Cecil Rhodes, the great British imperialist, whose career illustrated 
"both the qualities which build up empires and faults which destroy them." 
Photographs, Index, B or 92 


Highet, Gilbert, Talents and geniuses; the pleasures of appreciation, 
Oxford Univ, $5. 

Forty essays, selected from broadcasts of the past five years that have 
been revised and partly rewritten, deal gracefully and learnedly with 
music and art, the movies, language, writing etc. Index. 820.4 


Humphries, Rolfe, ed. New poems by American poets #2, Ballantine, $3; 
35¢ paper 

More than 200 poems by young and old, hitherto unpublished in book forn, 
are presented in an exciting "random sampling... of what goes on in 
American poetry today." Arranged alphabetically by author, 811.5 


Y*Ingram, K,C, Talk that gets results; key to success and harmony with 

P others, McGraw-Hill, $3.95. 

R Attractive, breezy exploration of communication in business and family 

H life, with everyday illustrations. Summaries at chapter ends, suggested 
reading, index, 174 


Johnson, GW. The lunatic fringe. Lippincott, $3.95. 

Starting with Theodore Roosevelt who coined the title phrase, this en- 
tertaining and meaty volume considers some Americans like Thomas Paine, 
Horace Greeley and Henry George who, though nonconformists, left their 
impress on our world. Proems to chapters, B or 92 
The s @ pegs; some Americans who dared to be different, by Irving 
Wallace (Knopf, $5. B or 92) considers nine eccentrics and extreme 
individualists, including the first man to travel around the world in 
80 days. Photographs. Note on sources, index, 


Y*Kilmer, Mrs. Pat. Dough, Ray and me; the adventures of a family who 
gave up social security for home on the range. Sloane. $3.95. 
Determined to own his business, a tool engineer in Detroit transported 
his wife, two children and dog to a primitive New Mexican village where 
he started a bakery, and this is the lively, heartwarming account of 
their trials and eventual success, Drawings. 818.5 


Y Larrabee, Eric, ed. American panorama, New York Univ. Press. $4.95. 
P "Essays by fifteen American critics on 350 books + and present which 
R portray the U.S.A, in its many aspects" (subtitle), prepared under the 
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H auspices of the Carnegie Corporation, provide a guide to American civ- 
ilization and its origins which should prove valuable to libraries. 
Author and title index, 016.9173 


P*Laxalt, Robert, Sweet promised land. Harper, $3. 

R The author accompanied his father, for 47 years a sheepherder in Nevada, 

H on a visit to his native Basque country and this is the flavorsom, 
moving account of life on the cattle ranges, reunions in French villages 
and a noble old man's homecoming journey of discovery. B or 92 


McCullough, Edo, Good old Coney Island; a sentimental journey into th 
past, Scribner, $5.95. P 
Gay chronicle by a descendant of Coney island pioneers who zestfully 
re-creates the famous seaside resort in its passing phases, Photo- 
graphs, Glossary, index, 974.722 


Maule, Frances, Executive careers for women, Harper, $3. 

Citing numerous encouraging examples, this lively, optimistic presenta~ 
tion discusses increased opportunities for women in various fields and 
personal qualifications for success, Index, 396.5 


Mehta, V.P, Face to face; an autobiography. Little, $4.50. 

Blinded in childhood, a cultured young Hindu modestly describes his boy- 
hood in India, years at the Arkansas School for the Blind and Pomona 
College, impressions of America and determination to use his hard-earned 
education to improve conditions in his native land, Glossary, 362.41 
In Cast off the darlmess, by Peter Putnam (Harcourt. $3.95. 362.41), 
the author of Keep your head up, Mr. Putnam! (1952) unsentimentally re- 
cords his amazing adjustment after blindness to a new life culminating 
in happy marriage and a satisfying teaching career. 


Middleton, Drew. These are the British, Knopf. $4.50. 

With vigor and astuteness, the noted New York Times bureau chief supplies 
fresh insights into aspects of modern Britain that should be better un- 
derstood by Americans, 914.2 


Y 
P 
R 
H 
Y 
P 
R 


Morris, James, Islam inflamed; a Middle East picture, Pantheon, $5. 
Perceptive analysis of the complex relationships of the Arab Powers, 
Israel and the West and a colorful, entrancing travel book written with 
rare literary skill. Maps. Index, 953 
Bridgehead; the drama of Israel, by W.D, Frank (Braziller, $3.75. 

P 915.69) is a portrait of a people which delves deep into the paradox 

R of Jewish "beionging" and "not-belonging” as it considers Isreel's in- 
H ternal and world concerns, 

Y*Suez story; key to the Middle East, by W.F. Longgood (Greenberg. $3.50. 
P 953) details the long history of the canal, depicting in lively style 
R the men and nations concerned with it, the workings of the Suez Canal 
H Company and recent events of moment, Maps, photographs, Index, 


Parkinson, C.N, Parkinson's law, and other studies in administration, 
Houghton, $3. 

Informed, ironic essays by the Raffles Professor of History, University 
of Malaya, ingeniously expounding the central theory "that the number 
of the officials and the quantity of the work are not related to each 
other at all." Tables, Humorous illustrations, 827.91 


Hmeiue MDH 
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Y*Pike, J.A. The next day. Doubleday. $2.75. 
P The Dean of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City, dis- 
R cusses the common blocks to mental, spiritual and physical health, 
pointing out the need for facing life in ethical and religious terms 
in this age when "psychiatric lingo has taken over." 


Y*Schreiber, Hermann, & Schreiber, Georg, Vanished cities; tr, from the 

P German, Knopf. $5.75. 

R Vivid evocation of ancient cultures and famous cities long since ruined 

H by natural forces and man's passion for wealth or for war, with fascina- 
ting discussion of legends about them, Maps, photographs, drawings. 


Chronological table, index. 913 
Y In Lost cities, by Leonard Cottrell (Rinehart. $4.50. 913), the author 
P of The mountains of Pharaoh (1956) quotes from actual accounts by famous 


R archeologists and conveys the excitement of their discoveries of ancient 
H civilizations. Photographs, Bibliography, index, 


Y*Smart, C.A. At home in Mexico. Doubleday, $3.75. 

P Informal, engaging essays enthusiastically but realistically describe 

R the Smarts! retirement to San Miguel and a way of living that "requires 

H of us Americans some health, gusto and detachment." Drawings. Note 
on money, papers, and books. 917.24 


Y*Villiers, A.J, Wild ocean; the story of the North Atlantic and the men 

P who sailed it, McGraw-Hill. $5. 

R Written by the skipper of the Mayflower II before the 1957 voyage, this 

H is an absorbing record of seafaring experiences from pre-Columbus times 
to the present. Endpaper map, photographs, Index, 910.45 


Fiction 
Bates, H.E. Summer in Salandar. Little, $3.50. 
Four novellas by a master of the form tell in beautiful, sensuous prose 
of deep human emotions and the tragedy of wnrequited love, 
Love and money; seven tales of the West Riding, by Phyllis Bentley 
(Macmillan, $3.) spans the 14th-20th centuries, depicting with irony 
and incisive characterization hidden motives and compelling drives, 
Y The blue cup, and other stories, by B.J. Chute (Dutton. $3.50) is a 
P collection of 12 short stories that deal compassionately and gracefully 
R with "the young ones," "the in-betweens," "the older ones." Reprinted 
H from magazines, 
Tip on a dead jockey, and other stories, by Irwin Shaw (Random. $3.95) 
includes ten striking, modern tales, seven reprinted from The New Yorker. 


Bonner, P.H, Amanda. Scribner, $3.95. 

A second secretary at the American Embassy in London is the narrator of 
this racy, witty novel in which the spirit of Lady Amanda, known during 
the war as Corporal Ross, guides him to happiness, 


Brace, G.W. The world of Carrick's Cove, Norton. $3.95. 

An 82-year-old, Maine native ruminates about his family, neighbors and 
the girl he married, recalling with dry humor and everyday detail farming, 
sailing and an earlier time that will never return. 


P Costain, T.B. Below the salt. Doubleday. $3.95. 

R Gifted with memory of another world, elderly U.S, Senator O'Rawn relates 
as a witness when a Saxon freedman the Magna Charta's signing and lovely 
Eleanor of Brittany's rescue and haven in Ireland, indicating a historic 
parallel with our day. 
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Cozzens, J.G. By love possessed, Harcourt, $5. 

Centering in Arthur Winner, highly respected, middle-aged lawyer, this 
remarkable novel portrays in flashbacks an entire American community 
as, in two eventful days, rape, theft, infidelity, suicide and religious 
conversion come to the surface and the background and complexities of 
present interrelationships are gradually revealed, For mature readers. 


Macken, Walter, Sullivan, Macmillan. $3.95. 

In picturesque prose, relates the turbulent career of a theater-mad, 
success<driven young Irishman who marries a lovely girl only to wander 
off to Dublin, London and New York where, on the brink of stardom, trag- 
edy intervenes, 


Y*Norway, N.S. (Nevil Shute, pseud.) On the beach, Morrow, $3.95. 

P By 1963 life on the Northern Hemisphere has been wiped out by the final 

R atomic war and this startling, timely novel shows how a group of people 
in Melbourne, Australia, carry on despite the sure knowledge of approach- 
ing death from radiation fallout. 


Y Packer, J.P., Lady. The moon by night, Lippincott. $3.95. 

P In Africa to marry a game warden Imown only through correspondence, a 

R London nurse is met by his younger brother and the decisions confronting 
them on the jungle trek to the warden's headquarters are happily re- 
solved in this swiftly paced romance, 


P*Robertson, Mrs. C.N, Go and catch a falling star, Random. $3.95. 

R When a middle-aged novelist buys the mysterious house, Octagon, in an 
upstate New York village he is determined to write the story of its 
original owner, the actress Nell Sackett, now long dead, and how the 


search for the truth involves him with Paula, Nell's heir, is the core 
of a deft, haunting narrative, 


Sarton, May. The birth of a grandfather. Rinehart. $3.75. 

How Irish Tom Dorgan marries Betsy Wyeth, of a tightly knit New England 
clan, and brings fresh insight to detached Sprig, her father, is related 
in an interesting study of family relationships, 


Y*Sullivan, Walter, Sojourn of a stranger. Holt. $3.95. 

P Allen Kendrick, blond offspring of his father's marriage to an educated 

R New Orleans octoroon, inherits his wealthy grandfather's Tennessee plan- 

H tation and only when he falls in love with a neighbor's daughter does he 
realize the force of racial injustice, as this provocative novel of the 
years before and during the Civil War narrates. 


Taylor, Elizabeth, Angel, Viking. $3.50. 

Devastatingly apt portrait of an early 20th century, egotistical, English 
novelist whose romances of high life bring her a small fortume and a 
husband, though she loses both eventually and so wins our compassion, 


Wallenrod, Reuben, Dusk in the Catskills, Reconstructionist, $3.75. 

The daily round at a Jewish hotel in the Catskills, its proprietors and 
guests are quietly and faithfully evoked in a gentle story that is al- 

Ways aware of nature's wonders, 


White, Patrick, Voss, Viking. $5. 

Brilliantly imagined portrayal of the German explorer Voss' vain attempt 
to cross the continent of Australia in the 1840s, his quest for fame and 
love for a beautiful, orphaned cousin of wealthy Sydney folk, 
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SOME EARLY PALL BOOKS BORE WITH 


FOR CHILDREN 


AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


Suggested by the following committee 
under the chairmanship of 
Mabel B, Bell: 


Mabel B, Bell, Children's Librarian 
Mary Strang, Children's Librarian 
The staff of the Office of 
Young Adult Services 






The New York Public Library 


BOOK WEEK NOV.17-23 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 








ae” Hetty Burlingame, Bucking horse; il. by the author, 
20756 

A rather sentimental story of a small boy's friendship with a wild 
colt, illustrated with large pictures in dull black and tan. 


Houghton. 





Bettina, Pataloni; il. by the author. Harper. $3.25. 

The author of Cocolo again presents a sensitive picture of Italian 
village life, this time through the search for a small lost dog, bought 
for half a pair of trousers, 













Bright, Robert, The friendly bear; il. by the author. Doubleday. $2. 
A little boy thinks a friendly bear, like his "Grampa," can read him 
a story. 


Dennis, Wesley. Crow I know; il. by the author, Viking. $2.25. 
An amusing tale of a pet crow and his effect on the other animals in 
the author's home, with large, full-page illustrations in black and white. 


Flora, James, The day the cow sneezed; il, by the author, Harcourt, 
$2.95. 

Gay and colorful pictures blend perfectly with a rollicking text in 
which a cow's sneeze sets off a chain of events, each one more ridiculous 
than the one before, 


Freeman, Don, Fly high, fly low; il. by the author, Viking. $3. 


There is the feel of San Francisco in the pictures which follow a 
pigeon's search for his lost nest, 
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aa” Velma, A busy day for Chris; il, by the author, Idppincott. 
26 25. 

A little girl's daily activities are the basis for an ABC book with 
four-line rhymes and delicate ink-wash sketches, 


“—: John, Over in the meadow; il. by Feodor Rojankovsky, Harcourt, 
2.75.6 

A stunning companion to Frog went g-courtin' with music and striking 
pictures of woodland animals to illustrate the familiar counting rhyme, 


—— Dorothy, Edward and the boxes; il, by the author. Lippincott, 
2.25. 

With just a thread of text and appealing pictures the author tells 
how a little boy used his mother's storage boxes, Just right for the 
nursery school age. 


— Else Holmelund, Little Bear; il. by Maurice Sendak, Harper, 
2.50. 

Four quaint and delightfully illustrated stories of Little Bear and 
his understanding mother. 


Murphy, Robert, Warmhearted polar bears; 11, by Louis Slobodkin, Little, 
Brown, $2.95. 

Floating on an iceberg to Miami Beach, a polar bear finds a sailor who 
had befriended him as a cub, Gay and amusing drawings complement this 
ridiculous tall tale. 


an! Hans, Curious George gets a medal; il, by the author. Houghton, 
3.25. 
A fourth story about the irrepressible little monkey. 


Thayer, Jane. The outside cat; il. by Feodor Rojankovsky. Morrow, $2.95. 
With characteristic determination, an "outside" cat seeks a place "in- 
side" with a proper family, hearth and all, 


Titus, Eve, Anatole and the cat; 11, by Paul Galdone. McGraw-Hill, $2.25. 
Anatole, the mouse, official taster in a French cheese factory, out- 
wits his traditional enemy in merry pictures in color and black and white, 


McGinley, Phyllis, The year without a Santa Claus; il. by Kurt Werth, 
Lippincott, $3. 
A story of Christmas giving with a new twist. 


Lamorisse, Albert, The red balloon, Doubleday. $2.95. 
A photographic fantasy based on the film about a small boy and a stray 
balloon with a will of its ow, 


EASY READING 


Beim, Jerrold, Jay's big jobs; il. by Tracy Sugarman, Morrow, $2.50. 
How Jay found out that painting his room was too big a job for him is 
the theme of a delightful book for the youngest readers, 


Bianco, Pamela, Toy Roses il. by the author, Lippincott, $2.50. 
A sensitive story of a little girl and her imaginary doll. Purple and 
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—_ papers and delicate, detailed design give distinction to the 
orma . 


Bridges, William. Zoo doctor. Morrow, $2.95. 

This companion to Zoo pets and Zoo babies is a fascinating record of 
ea veterinarian's success with a variety of animals in the Bronx Zoo, 
Appealing photographs. 


Clewes, Dorothy. The runaway; i]. by Sofia, Coward-McCann, $2.50. 

Homesick for all the familiar things left behind, Penny runs away from 
her new home only to discover before she has hardly begun that there are 
friends and pleasures to be found wherever you are, 


Godden, Rumer, Mouse house; il, by Adrienne Adams, Viking. $2.75. 
"Once upon a time there was a little mouse house, It was like a doll's 
house, but not for dolls, for mice," 


Haywood, Carolyn. Eddie makes music; il, by the author. Morrow, $2.95. 

Another delightful adventure with Eddie Wilson, his family and friends, 
in which he wins a place in the orchestra and a chance to be the vocalist 
on a television program in school, 


Hoke, Helen and Pels, Walter, First book of toys, Watts. $1.95. 
A brief, informative history of toys, profusely illustrated. Drawings 
of toys in familiar books make interesting end papers, 


Holland, Janice, Christopher goes to the castle; il, by the author, 
Scribner, $2.75. 

A picture story of a page in training for knighthood in an English 
castle, with readable text and pictures which capture the spirit of the 
period, 


Politi, Leo. The butterflies come; il. by the author, Scribner, $2.75. 
Every winter the children of Monterey welcome back the monarch butter- 
flies with a gay parade, 


Ripper, Charles L, Moles and shrews, Morrow, $2.50. 

Two little-known and unappreciated allies in the battle against the 
insect and the mouse are introduced through fine drawings and simple, 
lucid text. 


Smith, William, Boy Blue's book of beasts; il. by Juliet Kepes, Little, 
Brom, $2.75. 

Sprightly and amusing collection of nonsense verse about wild animals, 
decorated with lively drawings in blue, black and white, 


Von Hippel, Ursula, The craziest Hallowe'en; il. by the author, Coward- 
McCann, $2. 

A very young witch, too small to go riding about on a broomstick, has 
a delightful Hallowe'en of her own devising. 


Barker, Melvern, Different twins; 11. by the author. Lippincott, $2.50. 
The children in nursery school discover that, though two little boys 
may look exactly alike, they may seem quite different when you know them, 
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FOR THE "MIDDLE" AGE 


Behn, Harry, The painted cave; il, by the author, Harcourt. $3. 
A poet's eye and ear have caught the beauty of a primitive legend in 
this story of an Indian boy's growth in understanding. 


Beim, Jerrold, Trouble after school; il. by Don Sibley. Harcourt. $2.75. 

This school story points up a realistic social ani economic condition. 
The plot is centered on an eighth-grader left on his own after school and 
drifting into bad company and trouble, 


aan Erick, The king's jewel; il. by Frederick T. Chapman, Viking. 
2.75. 
A stirring story of King Alfred's day with a bit of romance, 


ee Beverly, Henry and the paper route; il. by Louis Darling. Morrow. 
2.756 

Henry, his heart set on a paper route, is sidetracked by four lively 
kittens, a wastepaper drive, a new boy and Ramona, 


Credle, Ellis, Tall tales from the high hills; il. by Richard Bennett, 
Nelson. $2.75, 

A real flavor of the Blue Ridge Mountain country is embedded in these 
witty tall stories and appropriate illustrations, 


Gardner, Lillian S. Sal Fisher's fly up year: a Brownie Scout story; 
il. by Mary Stevens, Franklin Watts. $2.75. 

During a troubled year Sal learns at home, in school, and through the 
troop meetings what the Girl Scout law really means, 


Holling, Holling Clancy, Pagoo; il, by the author and Lucille Holling, 
Houghton, $3.75. 

Handsome, factual science book describing the life cycle of a hermit 
crab, 


Johnson, Elizabeth, The little knight; 11, by Ronni Solbert, Little. 
$2.75. 


A tomboy princess in disguise tries to pass the three tests set for 
her suitors, 


Kettlekamp, Larry. Shadows; il. by the author. Morrow, $2.50. 
Fascinating little book suggesting not only the fun to be had with 
shadows but also their practical and scientific uses. 


Lawson, Robert, The great wheel; il, by the author, Viking. $3. 
A fortune foretold in tea leaves in Ireland comes true in the building 
of the first Ferris wheel for the Chicago World's Fair, 


Lindgren, Astrid, Pippi goes on board; tr, from the Swedish by Florence 
Lamborn; il, by Louis S, Glanzman, Viking, $2. 
The irrepressible Pippi in further adventures, 


MacKellar, William, Wee Joseph; il. by Ezra Jack Keats, McGraw-Hill. 
$2. 50. 
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Little Davie Campbell would tell you, with a burr, that it was faith 
caused the "miracle" that saved his pup, Wee Joseph, 











Means, Florence Crannell, Reach for a star, Houghton, $7. 
Sympathetic, well-written story of young students in Fisk University 
today, a perfect complement to Bontemp's Chariot in the sky. 


Meader, Stephen W, 
$2.75. 

In 1860, a teen-age boy, a naturalist and his daughter enter the swamp 
country to study and record the wild life of the region, 






Everglades adventure; il. by Charles Beck, Harcourt, 





Love, Katherine, comp, Little laughter; il, by Walter H, Lorraine, 
Crowell, $2.50. 

Lighthearted poetry compiled by a children's librarian and illustrated 
with delightful pen sketches, 



















Selsam, Millicent E, Play with seeds; il. by Helen Ludwig, Morrow, $2.50. 
A well-designed and absorbing book on seeds with an index to the il- 
lustrations as well as to the text. 





Van Stockum, Hilda, 
$2.75. 

As a Hallowe'en prank, an orphaned fairy baby is left on the oak tree 
doorstep of three gruff old dwarfs. 





King Oberon's forest; il, by Brigid Marlin, Viking. 


Swift, Hildegarde Hoyt. The edge of April: a biography of John Burroughs; 
il, by Lynd Ward, Morrow. $3.95. 
A warm and sensitive picture of the life and times of a great naturalist. 


FOR TEEN-AGERS 





Asimov, Isaac, Building blocks of the universe, Abelard-Sehuman, $3, 
The 101 chemical elements, their composition, appearance, behavior, 
properties, compounds; a wealth of incidental information on subjects 
ranging from Silly Putty to gold bricks, Aimed at the beginner but any- 
one will enjoy. 


Colman, Hilda, The big step, Morrow, $2.95. 
A well-handled story of family adjustment which considers teen-age 
Debby's problems the summer her selfish stepsister comes to visit, Pleas- 
ant relationships with parents and boy friends, 











Connors, Thomas and Glaser, Paul. 
$2.75. 

Fast-moving, well-written career book packed with information on the 
police profession, No sensational gunplay here, The day-by-day police 
work described makes absorbing enough reading. 





John Benton, rookie policeman, Dodd, 








Coombs, Charles, Rockets, missiles, and moons, Morrow, $3.75. 

Simply presented theory and history of rockets, missiles and earth- 
circling satellites along with a survey of the most recent models and an 
exciting description of an actual guided missile launching. 
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Fletcher, Beale, How to improve your social dancing. Barnes. $3.75. 
A how-to-dance book with new kinds of diagrams, etc, which make it 
easier than most for the reader to conceive the necessary body movement 


and timing. 


Lutgen, Kurt, Two against the Arctic, Pantheon, $3.50. 
The engrossing account of an unusual Arctic rescue of 275 stranded 
whalers by a handful of men and a large herd of reindeer, Based on fact, 


Mowat, Farley. The dog who wouldn't be, Little. $3.95. 

Recollections of "Mutt", the wonderful and funny dog which the author's 
family cherished during his boyhood, Delightful combination of family 
life and boy-meets-dog. 


Phillips, Alan, The living legend, Little. $4. 

A lively, informative account of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
which gives history, techniques and philosophy while including cases 
solved by various members of the force, Will appeal to high school as 
well as junior high, 


Ravielli, Anthony, An adventure in geometry, Viking. $3. 

A "pictorial adventure" which shows, through unusual illustrations and 
clear text, how nature's forms and man's productions reflect the basic 
geometric structure of the universe, For almost any age. 


Raynor, Commander D.A. The enemy below, Holt. $3. 

A taut, well-plotted duel between a British destroyer and a German 
U-boat off in an empty ocean with both captains masters of naval strategy. 
Good action-filled war or sea story for high school boys. 


Shafter, Toby. Edna St, Vincent Millay, Messner, $2.95, 

The poet's poor but carefree childhood, her early poetic triumphs, her 
travels, her marriage and her sad death in 1950. Girls with literary 
aspirations of their own will enjoy. 


Stolz, Mary. Because of Madeline, Harper. $2.75, 

Dot, from the fashionable Bramley School, reminisces about the year 
Madeline, a gum-chewing bleached blonde, came as a scholarship student 
to Bramley and subtly influenced the attitudes of many of the students, 
Probing and reflective, 


Terkel, Studs, Giants of jazz, Crowell, $3. 

Collective biography of 12 outstanding contributors to American jazz -~ 
Louis Armstrong, Bessie Smith, Bix Biederbecke, Benny Goodman, Dizzy 
Gillespie, among them, For the younger jazz fans, 


Wetzel, Donald. The rain and the fire and the will of God. Random, $2.95. 

An extremely well-written novel, poignant and amusing by turns, Four- 
teen-year-old Jack tells of a timeless, aimless Alabama summer, shared 
with a visiting city boy, during which both experience the first glimmer- 
ings of love. 


Winwar, Frances, Elizabeth, World. $3. 
A good biography of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, less personal and less 


romantic than either The silver answer by Burnett or How do I love thee? 
by Waite, but simply written and full of authentic literary background. 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY: 


For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 
Edited by Ida M, Cohen, Henry G, Shearouse, Jr,, Marion H, Vedder 


Irving A, Verschoor, Director of the Library Extension Division, has 
announced New York State's plan under the Federal Library Services Act 
for fiscal 1958, July 1957-June 1958, as follows: 

The New York State plan is flexible and diverse, In keeping with the 
aim of the Federal Act the objectives of the New York State plan are: 

1, To promote the further expansion of public library 

services to rural areas without such services or 
with inadequate services, by implementing the stand- 
ards found in the new ALA'S PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE 
TO AMERICA, 

2. To develop cooperative patterns of library services 

within the framework of local initiative, 

In order to better serve the libraries of the State, additional field 
services personnel have been added to the Library Extension Division. 

The Public Library Section has been expanded by the addition of a new 
Section B which will serve the couties of western and central New York, 
Jean L. Connor was made Associate Library Supervisor of the new section, 
New public library consultants joining the staff of the Library Extension 
Division in September are: 

Jane Ellstrom, formerly young adult librarian of the Lakewood 
Public library, She is a graduate of Western Reserve University Library 
School. She had served as young adult consultant for the American Her- 
itage Program of the American Library Association, 

Mrs. Elizabeth H, Lockhart, formerly Assistant Coordinator of 
Children's Work, Queens Borough Public Library. Mrs, Lockhart had ex- 
tension experience with the New Hampshire State Library and is a graduate 
of the New York State College for Teachers Library School at Albany, She 
is President of the Children's & Young People's Section of NYLA. 

Robert L. Carter, formerly Reader and Information Services Li- 
brarian with the Prince George's County Library, Hyattsville, Maryland. 
He is a graduate of the University of Illinois Library School, 

Edgar Tompkins joined the staff of the Extension Division in 
April, coming to this work from the position of Assistant Librarian, 
Reference Department of the New York State Library, 

A program which is creating much interest in the State is the 
plan for a demonstration bookmobile to be operated in a selected rural 
area of the State for a limited period of time as an incentive to the 
formation of a library system and as an incentive to the provision of 
mobile service to rural readers, The counties of Saratoga, Warren, 
Washington and Fulton which are now making plans for the Southern Adiron- 
dack Library Service System, have been selected for the first demonstra- 
tion, This group hopes to present its application for a charter to the 
Board of Regents this fall. The bookmobile librarian who will join the 
staff in September is Silas Townsend, formerly in the Reference Department 
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of the Cleveland Public library, He had bookmobile experience in Dayton 
Public Library and is a graduate of Western Reserve University School of 
Library Service, 

A major emphasis in the program is on education for rural librarian- 
ship, It is planned to offer scholarship grants for a graduate year of 
study in library science leading to the master's degree, It is expected 
that the grant will be $2,000 and that ten such scholarships will be 
offered annually, Further announcements on this scholarship program are 
anticipated this fall, Other aspects of the educational program include 
grants for travel and study of library systems serving rural readers, a 
recruitment program, study for a training program for nonprofessional li- 
brary personnel serving in rural communities, workshops on basic library 
practices for rural librarians and scholarships for short-term institutes 
and summer courses for librarians now employed in rural libraries, 

In order to foster throughout the State a variety of cooperative proj- 
ects, as a means of finding and demonstrating solutions to the problems 
faced in improving rural library service and as a step in furthering the 
development of library service systems, grants in aid will be made to se- 
lected key libraries for contractual service to rural areas on the basis 
of plans to be submitted to the Library Extension Division, Grants in 
aid will be for a demonstration period of two years only. This project 
should be of particular benefit to rural areas not yet ready to qualify 
for state aid to county and mlti-county systems under Education Law 272- 
273. 

To inform trustees and citizen groups in rural areas of modern concepts 
of library service and to enlist them in planning for a library develop- 
ment program in the region, regional conferences and workshops will be held 
and the publications needed for implementing this program will be prepared 
and distributed, Key libraries will be given grants to assist in the pro- 
motional work necessary to bring library service systems into being, It 
is expected that travel expenses for selected key citizens and trustees 
attending area planning conferences will be reimbursed, 

Studies will be undertaken to provide data helpful in the formation 
of larger units of library service and to gain from the demonstrations 
undertaken knowledge for future library development, Particular attention 
will be given to bookmobile cost and service studies and to a comparison 
of the effectiveness of various types of library outlets in rural areas, 

A film and record collection for loan to rural libraries is being de- 
veloped, Since the collection is limited, particular attention will be 
given to the needs of newly established library systems and to areas in- 
terested in cooperative planning, This collection will also be used 
through the demonstration bookmobile, 

The total amount available for the fiscal year 1958 is $153,034. The 
New York State plan is designed to strengthen the consultant services 
available to rural libraries, to foster local planning for improved li- 
brary services and to spark a broad educational program for rural library 
service, During the remaining four years of the federal program it is 
hoped that a strong statewide system of larger units of service will be 
developed to give quality library service to rural people, 


New Film on Standards: Traveling libraries, Library Extension Division, 
has just received a copy of the new ALA filmstrip, "Your Public Library- 
Island or Peninsula." It provides a visual presentation of the broad 
concepts and basic library standards embodied in "Public Library Service." 
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The filmstrip is accompanied by a recorded commentary or a mimeographed 
script. It is available on loan from Traveling Libraries, New York State 
Library, Albany 1, New York. 


New Chancellor Named: John F, Brosnan, former Vice Chancellor, was elected 
Chancellor of the Board of Regents of the State of New York to succeed the 
late Roger W. Straus, who died suddenly at Liberty, New York, on July 28. 
Chancellor Brosnan, a lawyer, is a native and lifelong resident of New York 
City. Edgar W. Couper, a Binghamton bank president, was elected Vice Chan- 
cellor, 


Staff Notes: Dr. Charles F, Gosnell, State Librarian, is the author of 
an article entitled "The Collection" in Library Trends, July, 1957. <- 

Dr. Gosnell and Peter Paulson, head of the Gift and Exchange Section, at- 
tended the annual meeting of the New York State Historical Association in 
Cooperstown July 12 and 13, —- Mr. Paulson was present at a Local History 
Workshop sponsored by the New York State Historical Association at Hamilton 
College, Clinton, N.Y., September 6-8, -—— Ernest Breuer, Law Librarian, 
attended the annual meeting of the American Association of law Librarians 
at Colorado Springs, June 24-27. He took part in a panel on "Education 
for Law Librarians," -- Ethel Lansing, head of the Order Section, repre- 
sented the State Library at the Special Library Association's annual meet- 
ing in Boston on May 27, — Marion H, Vedder attended the Correction Con- 
ference in Chicago August 18-23, -- Edgar Tompkins will conduct a workshop 
on reference methods and materials for libraries in Niagara and Orleans 
counties on October 30, Librarians in the area are invited to attend, -- 
Mary Lindsey, of the Reference Section, has been honored by Erick Berry, 
whose latest book, "The King's Jewel," is dedicated to Mrs, Lindsey. -—= 
We note with sorrow the recent death of Georgia Benedict, for many years 

a devoted member of the New York State Library staff, Miss Benedict was 

a graduate of Wells College, of the New York State Library School, and re- 
ceived her Ph. D. at Cornell University. 


NYLA Conference: New York Library Association will hold its annual con~ 
vention in Albany October 16-19, Headquarters will be the Sheraton-Ten 
Eyck Hotel, Justice Francis Bergan will be the main speaker at the first 
general session on the evening of October 16 in Chancellors Hall. Joy 
Chute, author of The green willow, will speak at the banquet on Friday, 
October 18, There will be a meeting of the Library Standards and legis- 
lation Committee on the new ALA standards. The Children's and Young Peo- 
ple's Section will devote two sessions to young adult work, 


Exhibits: The Heritage Club edition of Sherlock Holmes, soon to appear, 
is the incentive for the display in the rotunda of the State Library of 
Frederick Dorr Steele's illustrations, Reproductions of Mr, Steele's re- 
drawings of the illustrations for the new issue, supplied by the Com, and 
issues of Collier's magazine in which many of the stories with Steele's 
4llustrations first appeared in America form the nucleus of the exhibit, 
Various editions of the stories and some of Mr, Steele's illustrations 
for other works are also shown, 

The exhibit called "Reading Is Fun," formerly sponsored by The New York 
Times, is now, in part, sponsored by the New York State Library. This is 
the part designed for teacher training groups and may be booked by colleges 
through the State Library by writing to Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian. 
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For Library s: The Regional Library Service Center is holding a 
series of inf meetings for library trustees and librarians during 
September and October, These meetings are designed to give trustees an 
opportunity to talk about library matters with people from other commu- 
nities, A coffee hour will be held from 7:30 = 8:00 p.m, The program 
following will include a talk by a local trustee, a dramatic skit and 
group discussion on current library standards and trends, Meetings are 
scheduled for the following places: Lowville Free Library — September 
24; Belleville Philomathean Library — September 26; Norfolk Hepburn Li- 
brary — October 22; Odgensburg Public Library -— October 24; Gouverneur 
Reading Room Association Library — October 29; The Center, 1050 Arsenal, 
Watertown — October 31, 


Rochester titute: The Rochester Public Library Staff Association spon- 
sored an institute on the expanding service of the public library September 
26. Discussion was centered on the new standards for public libraries and 
their meaning for New York State. Speakers at the institute were Dean 
Lowell Martin of Rutgers University Library School and Dean Robert D, Leigh 
of Columbia University School of Library Service, 


Recruitment: Several new items for recruitment of librarians are now avail- 
able, The newest of these is a very attractive 20-page red, black and 
white pamphlet from ALA — "To Be a Librarian," Individual copies are 
available without cost on request from the Library Administration Division 
Recruiting Committee. "Should You Be a Librarian?," the New York Life In- 
surance Company booklet written by Edward Freehafer of NYPL, is available 
from the New York Life Insurance Company without charge. NYLA published 
last year a pamphlet, "Be a Librarian." This is available from NYLA at 
50¢ for five copies, And don't forget the H.W, Wilson pamphlet, "Action 
Manual for Library Recruiters," 


Operation Library: This nationwide activity of the U.S. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, to extend and improve library facilities, was enthusiastically 
readopted as a Class I Program at the annual convention of the Jaycees in 
Milwaukee last June, It was reported that local Jaycees have been active 
in all 48 states working to establish libraries where none existed, to 
improve existing facilities and to increase both citizen awareness and 
citizen support of libraries. 


UNESCO Asian Month: November has been designated as Asian Month by the 
UNESCO Relations Office of the United States Department of State. The 
theme is "Asia and the United States: What the American Citizen Can Do to 
Promote Mutual Understanding and Cooperation." A poster for the month is 
available free of charge from the U.S, National Commission for UNESCO, 
U.S. Dept. of State, Washington 25, D.C, 


ALA News: An outstanding Iowa librarian, Germaine Krettek of Council 
Bluffs, has been appointed Director of the Washington Office of the Amer- 
ican library Association, succeeding Julia D. Bennett, who resigned re- 
cently, Miss Krettek will assume her duties on October 1, <= Eleanor A, 
Ferguson has been appointed Executive Secretary of the Public Libraries 
Division of ALA, She began her duties September 1. Miss Ferguson was 
formerly director of the Connecticut Regional Library in Middletown and 
has worked in the Utica, Rochester and Jamestown Public Libraries, -- 


The Bookmark =-22= October, 1957 





Eleanor Phinney, a former staff member of the New York Public Library, 
has been appointed as the first Executive Secretary of the new Adult Ser- 
vices Division of ALA, 

The American Library Association announces the second ALA Liberty and 
Justice Book Awards totaling $15,000 in prises for authors of books pub- 
lished in the United States in 1957 which “make distinguished contributions 
to the American tradition of liberty and justice." There are three $5,000 
prizes for winners in each of three categories, Publishers of the prize- 
winning books will receive citations. The two-year awards program is being 
conducted by the AIA Intellectual Freedom Committee and was made possible 
by a grant to ALA by the Fund for the Republic, 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Edited by Jean L. Connor and I, Marie Gustafson 


Alleghany. William Bacon, librarian of David A, Howe Library, Wellsville, 
was editor of "The Centennial Book," a pamphlet published for Wellsville's 
centennial week celebration, June 24 through July 6, The library par- 
ticipated in the centennial celebration by preparing exhibits and pro- 
viding special tours, 


Chautauqua. The James Prendergast Free Library of Jamestown received two 
hi-fi record players, donated by the Rotary Club, One hundred and 
thirty-seven children participated in the summer reading program, "Read=- 
ing Pow-wow." Children reading five books or more received Indian head- 
bands as awards. A program of Indian stories and ceremonial dances was 
given for members by Art Wakalee and his Indian dancers of Irving. — 
The Town of Poland raised over $200 for its library by serving a chicken 


supper at the firehall in Kennedy on August 14, 


Columbia. The charters of the libraries at C » Hast Chatham and Ghent 
have been cancelled and these libraries are now registered branches of 
Chatham Public Library, -- The Hudson Board of Education has accepted 
the offer of the Children's Home of Hudson to use the Home for addition- 
al school facilities and a public library. 


Erie, The Western New York Library Association voted to disband at its 
spring meeting on May 18 in Egst Aurora. Members have been urged to 
affiliate with other local, state and national library organizations. 
Balances in the Association's scholarship fund and treasury are to be 
placed in the scholarship fund of the New York Library Association, 


Herkimer, The spring meeting of the Herkimer=-Montgomery Library Associa- 
tion was held at the Ilion Free Public Library. County library systems 
and various library techniques were discussed and Trustee George Searing 
of Mohawk showed movies of a recent trip. Officers elected at the met- 
ing are Glenn Mallison, Herkimer, President, and Miss Mary Derby, Ilion, 
Secretary-treasurer. 


Jefferson. Trustees of the Adams Center Free Library have started a fund 
raising drive for a library building to be erected next year, The site 
of the new building will be the property of the Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, -= The Brownville-Glen Park Library has expanded its quarters 
in the Brownville Mansion and has been completely redecorated, The 
furniture is maple, and the walls are Williamsburg green with white 
trim, -- Construction on the Dexter Free Library building has been 
completed, and all materials have been moved into the new location, 
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Nassau. A day-long institute for trustees and librarians in Nassau County 
is being held at the Massapequa Public Library on October 9, -—=— Mass~ 
apequa Public Library is sponsoring a training session for senior li- 
brary clerks September 23 through February 3 as a part of ite adult 
education program.— Kiwanis clubs at Plainedge and Syosset are helping 
in the development of association libraries, 


New York. Rutherford D, Rogers, NYPL Reference Department, has been ap= 
pointed Chief Assistant Librarian to the Librarian of Congress, -= The 
New York Public Library has issued a publication, When All the World 
Was Dancing, which contains comments on rare and curious books in the 
library's Cia Fornaroli dance collection. The publication was prepared 
by Marian Eames, 


Niagara. Librarians from Niagara, Orleans and Genesee County met at the 
Newfane Free Library on September 18, The topic of the meting was 
"Story Hours," led by Miss Mary Wilkinson, formerly head of Children's 
Work at the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Paltimore, On October 30, the 
group will sponsor a workshop on reference work at the Niagara Falls 
Public Library, The workshop will be conducted by members of the Li- 
brary Extension Division staff, -- Eighty-nine of the 200 children en- 
rolled in the summer reading program at the Middleport Free Library 
attended a party in the basement of the library celebrating the conclu- 
sion of the summer reading program, Games and a moving picture served 
as entertainment, -— The Wilson Free Library recently received gifts 
of a children's table and chairs, a new Encyclopaedia Britannica, and 
@& magazine rack, 


Oswego. The Phoenix Public Library received a gift of books in memory of 
Marguerite E, Gregg, of the Brooklyn Public Library, 


Saratoga, Ground breaking ceremonies for the new Burnt Hills-Ballston 
Lake Community Library were held in July. 


Schenectady. The Schenectady Garden Club donated half of the proceeds of 
its spring garden tour for foundation plantings for the front of the 
central library. 


Seneca, Ninety persons attended the annual meeting of the Mynderse Library 
Association, Seneca Falls, on June 3, Two skits were given, "An Evening 
at the Library Desk" and "The $64,000 Rock Quiz Show," by Cub Scouts, 


Suffolk. The Suffolk County Library Planning Committee under the chair= 
manship of Wayne Hawkins now has its plan for a county library system 
ready. The plan is being circulated among town supervisors, <-- The 
Smithtown Public Library is adding an extension to its building. — An 
addition is being built on the Patchogue Public Library building, — 
Setauket: A Friends of the Emma S, Clark Memorial Library group war 
organized May 11, 


Tompkins, The Tompkins County Planning Committee, under the chairmanship 
of Gerald Barry, discussed their plan for a county system with the 
educational committee of the Board of Supervisors on August 2 in Ithaca. 


Westchester. The village of Briarcliff Manor has contracted with the New 
York Central railroad to use the old railroad station house for the 
Briarcliff Free Library, 
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Free and Juexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S,. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Bloomberg, Warner, Jr, The age of automation; its effects on human 
welfare, League for Industrial Democracy, 112 East 19th St., New 
York 3. 1955. 39p. 35¢. 


Carskadon, T.R. and Soule, George. U.S.A. in new dimensions; the measure 
and promise of America's resources,., with graphics by Rudolf Modley, 
A Twentieth Century Fund survey, The Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth Ave., 
New York 11. 1957. 124p. Trade ed. $1.50. 


Dublin, L,I. Water fluoridation: facts, not myths, (Pamphlet no, 251) 
Public Affairs Pamphlets, 22 East 38th St., New York 16, 1957. 28p. 
25¢. 


Economic development assistance; a long-term policy for assisting economic 
growth and encouraging independence in the undeveloped nations of the 
free world, The Research and Policy Committee, Committee for Economic 
Development, 444 Madison Ave., New York 22, Apr. 1957. 37p. 25¢. 


Haines, C.G, What future for Europe? (Headline series no. 124) Foreign 
Policy Association, Inc, 345 BE. 46th St., New York 17, July-August 
1957. 62p. 35¢. 


International stability and progress: United States interests and instru- 
ments, The American Assembly. Graduate School of Business, Columbia 
University. New York 27, June 1957, 184p. Single copy free; addi- 
tional copies $1.00 each. 

A volume of background papers and participants, recommendations 
on foreign aid, 


Monopoly power as exercised by labor unions; a problem for every citizen. 
National Association of Manufacturers, 2 East 48th St., New York 17, 
1957 3lp. 25¢. 


Petersen, H.C. Needed: a new foreign aid policy... based on a statement 
on national policy, issued by The Research and Policy Committee, 
Committee for Economic Development, 444 Madison Ave., New York 22, 
Apr. 1957. 28p. Free, 


Preretirement manual, A reprint of June 1957 Senior Citizen Magazine, 


Senior Citizens of America, 1129 Vermont Avenue Northwest, Washington 
5, D.C. 1957. 64p. $1.00. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
Edited by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 


McKeon, R.P, & others, Freedom to read; perspective and program. Bowker, 

1957, $2.50; $1.25 paper 

Freedom to read is a thoughtful study of the chronic problem of cen- 
sorship., Sponsored by the National Book Committee, its authors are a 
philosopher, a sociologist and a lawyer; thus the book presents a new and 
illuminating approach to the subject from the legal, sociological and 
philosophic points of view, 

It examines the reasons for and the methods of censorship; questions 
the wisdom of censorship laws; enumerates inquiries needed in the study 
of the subject; and ends with recommendations of action to be taken, The 
volume is indexed. 

A scholarly report, Freedom to read should be valuable to anyone con= 
cerned with the production or use of books, 


Schellenberg, T.R. Modern archives: principles and techniques, Univ. of 

Chicago Press, 1956, $5. 

Since the well-publicized discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls, archivists 
have emerged to some degree from the almost obscure position of a small 
and highly specialized group, of interest only to others in the same field, 

Modern archives is a comprehensive and notable summary of the contem- 
porary methods of archives and archivists, Opening chapters define ar- 
chives and discuss relationships of the archival and library professions, 
The main body of the text gives explanations of the principles and prac- 
tices of record and archival management; and includes classification 
principles, registry and filing systems, preservation practices, disposi- 
tion practices and principles of arrangement, 

Differences and similarities between European and American archival 
techniques comprise a most interesting part of the study. There are foote 
not~~ and an index, Arpine Hadidian 


et eee eH He HH H 


"Books will never be replaced because reading will never be 
replaced. Beyond thought and prayer, reading is the last 
truly private act of reflection, People will not give up 
their privacy and therefore they will not give up their 
reading." 


From Harvey Breit's "In and Out of Books" column, The New 
York Times Book Review, April 14, 1957, in which he quoted 
William Jovanovich, president of Harcourt, Brace and Com 
pany; reprinted with permission, 


The Bookmark October, 1957 




















te ati 


3 





icone 





Adu ‘seh 5S, alli 





"It has never seemed to me, though, that autumn is an 
ending; for when you live close to the land, you realize 
that nothing really dies, Perennial plants wither, yet the 
root lives and often even puts out a rosette of leaves be- 
fore winter comes, to foretell next year's growth, In the 
seed of each annual plant is stored up life for the season 
ahead. Autumn is a time of harvest and garnering, of water- 
fowl flying south, of groundhogs storing fat for the winter 
sleep, and squirrels and chipmunks filling their warehouses 
against cold weather. It is a time of planting and planning 
for the farmer as he makes ready for next year's crops and 
lambs and calves... —- altogether, one of the finest seasons 
of the year." 


From Country year; a journal of the seasons at 
Possum Trot Farm, by Leonard Hall, published by 
Harper, 1957, $3.50, reprinted with permission, 
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An Opportunity for the Librarian Who Likes to 
Talk about Books and Influence People 


Do you like to read? To share your book enthusiasms? 
To conduct workshops, give book talks and tell others 
how to give them? To prepare book lists? To carry 


out a dynamic program for the libraries of New York 
State? 


Assistant Librarian, Book Information Section, Library 
Extension Division, salary $4,770-$5,860. Need public 
library experience, minimm, two years, eligibility for 
New York State Professional Librarian's Certificate. 
Retirement plan, social security option, health bene- 
fits, liberal sick leave, vacation and other benefits. 


Write to: Irving A. Verschoor, Director, Library 
Extension Division, New York State Library, Ed- 
ucation Building, Albany 1, New York. 
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